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Parachute troops to missionary
Pastor of Hidaka Christ Church, Tomoya Shimokawa
1. 18, 30, 90 years old

Reece Sensei has gone at the age of 90. 18 means the age of Reece
Sensei in 1945, just before the end of the World War II, when he landed to
Yamagata as a parachute troops. I was surprised at the youth of him when 1
number his age unintentionally. In Pacific War, the US also sent very young
soldiers to the battlefield. 30 means the age of Reece Sensei welcomed me
to English conversation class of the Church of Hakusan-ura in 1957, when I
was a third - year high school student and visited to there. It was on the
middle of October, so it was just before Timmy, the oldest son to be born.
At the Missionary House, there were a 60's couple of Mr. and Mrs. Booth
and two couples of very young Yankee missionary at that time.

But three couples of the Reeces, the Booths and the McDaniels (In that
year the McDaniels went back the US, going around and reporting the
mission to the supporting churches) raised $1000 each from the US and
purchased the property of Hakusan-ura and obtained the Church by $3000
(=more than ¥Tmillion at that time), it was a great work though their young
age. It became Niigata district Missionary Circulation Fund later.

2. In the suburbs of Niitsu city, Kusouzu

I often went to there from Niigata to help Reece Sensei preaching in
Japanese language. There was a scene that Debbie and Becky were put to
the crib lying face down and young people got together at that house and
enjoyed to have relationships. He was attentive for the marriages of young
people. Then many of them made couples.

Several years later, when I was in Tokyo and a divinity student, Mr. and
Mrs. Reece gave me an allowance to date with my fiance. Since I was a
poor student, I made it a principle not to use money in that way, however
relying on the kindness of them only at that time, I spent one day in the
amusement park, Toshima-en. It is an event that the kindness of Mr. and
Mrs. Reece is staying in my heart.

3. In 2001, at the 110th anniversary ceremony of the JACC

We invited former missionaries, however only three couples of missionary
attended. Two couples were Mr. and Mrs. McDaniel and Mr. and Mrs.
Reece, both worked in Niigata. At the time of dine with the members of the
board of directors, I was designated to pray for the blessing. But for I was
impressed so much, for a while I was speechless and the prayer was
stagnated. After missionaries retired, they visited to Niigata by making
opportunities and encouraged believers. I appreciate again that we are
trained by those missionaries filled love and devotion.
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We see again! Hiroyo Kikuchi, nee Sawa

For me raised in the countryside of Kyoto, the family of Reece who I met
in the Kindergarten Sanbi-en in Niigata, were the “first close foreigners”.
When we met in the Sanbi-en and Church, always Reece Sensei would ask
me: "Sawa-sensei, ogenki desuka (How are you)?" He had invited us for
dinner, took us ski to Yuzawa, and always cheered us up with his humor
and brightness. So we saw his open-heart character which it isn’t likely in
ordinary Japanese, also he taught us how to enjoy life. The Reeces were
great representatives of the Americans and the Christians.

After I moved to Tokyo, I came across Mrs. Reece in the train on the
Inokashira-line. My husband and I visited their house in Kodaira, and it was
a great time. After that we didn't meet for a long time, but when I went to
see a play in the Christian Academy in Higashi-Kurume, for my friend's child
appeared, amazingly we see again in nearby seat!

After that, I visited Mr. and Mrs. Reece in their oldest daughter Debbie’s
house in Higashi-kurume, along with colleagues of Sanbi-en Kindergarten,
Ms. Hasebe, Ms. Torigoe, Ms. Yoshino, and Ms. Matsuura. I still remember
clearly the delicious food that Mrs. Reece had made us, ham and cheese
wrapped in chicken. Although Reece Sensei didn't seem to be feeling well,
he was really joyful about our visit, and it was a memorable and interesting
time. I guess that was the last time we met in Japan. It was thankful that
we had opportunities to meet even after we left Sanbi-en Kindergarten each
other.

In spring of last year, I was informed by Minako Watanabe in San
Francisco that Reece Sensei was ill, and was invited to see him. Since I had
already flown overseas a lot of times that year, it was a hard decision, but I
soon decided and flew to Oregon. Because I thought that: "I will not be able
to meet the Reeces if I don’t take that opportunity. As a representative of
people in Japan who know Reece Sensei, a man who devoted a large part of
his life to evangelism in Japan."

When we got to the hospital, Reece Sensei was in a middle of a stroke,
but soon it magically disappeared, and he identified and greeted us with his
usual jokes and smile. I remember how he vigorously told us that "the
heaven was getting closer," as though he was seeing real. At that moment I
thought that I would be able to believe in heaven strongly like him. But
besides I was moved by the strength of his unwavering belief, and received
power from him. He will definitely tell me "Sawa-san, mata aemashitane
(we see again)" in the heaven.

Thank you for your long-running mission work in Japan and the love you
showed to us. With appreciating our God sent Reece Sensei to Japan.
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A great missionary lived up for Japan
Nana (Minako) Watanabe

I had been acquainted with Reece Sensei, an American missionary, for 50
years. Mr. and Mrs. Reece had moved to Portland where his first son Tim
lives after retiring their missionary work in Japan. I remember the voice of
Reece Sensei on the phone “Minako-san, how are you?" I received that
voice several times a year. I admire Reece Sensei's way of life that he had
consistent attitude of giving something than receiving from others regardless
of his age. I was very close to Reece Sensei's family for just few years from
my age of 20. Nevertheless, such a lifetime friendship continued. It is
nothing more than the work made by Reece Sensei's gentle character like
another father. I visited their house imprudently despite their vacation time.
I visited Los Angeles, South Carolina. And finally, when I heard that he
became weaker, visited to Portland in June of last year.

When I arrived at Portland Airport with Hiro-chan who was forcibly invited
from Japan, Tim, who became exactly like Reece Sensei, came to see us. It
was a reunion for the first time in decades. But without having time to
rejoice the reunion, we rushed to the hospital where Reece Sensei’s
condition suddenly worsened. "Reece Sensei," the door of the hospital room
was opened. The doctor and nurse were busily at work. Our greeting was
completely swallowed by the air in the room where Reece Sensei had a
seizure at the moment. I made eye-to-eye contact with Hiro-chan. We might
have rushed to the funeral instead of visiting for cheering the sick. Both of
us had such a thought. However, the next day, Reece Sensei became so
well as if the seizure of the previous day were a lie. He talked about the
story of the nostalgic Niigata and friends in common. Reece Sensei was in
good health, unchanged from the past.

In the fall of this year, according to the fax from the Tim, Reece Sensei,
who turned 90 years old, began to say, "I'd like to return to Jesus," Shortly
afterward, Reece Sensei returned to God in the heaven. Although I couldn't
attend the funeral, I sent a funeral wreath with Hiro-chan. I eagerly wanted
to include a sentence that all the participants could see clearly at the center
of the funeral wreath. That is "A great missionary lived up for Japan." Reece
Sensei dedicated his life to the Japanese. He loved Japan, loved the
Japanese, and triumphantly returned to God. That figure was exactly the
same figure of Jesus Christ's walk.

May God full of grace in the new year .
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From Members of Yamanoshita Fukuin Church

Memories with Reece Sensei Yoshie Hasebe

We met for the first time about 60 years ago on the train. He talked
kindly to my little sister. At parting, he gave us a pamphlet of a church. On
Sunday morning, my sister asked me to take the church, and we visited
there. After that, we visited every week. One day, I read the Romans 3:23,
and I realized the meaning of death.

After Having baptized by the grace of the God, we worked together to
establish the Sanbi kindergarten. I am so proud of past days attending this
educational work by the missionaries including Reece Sensei.

I appreciate his affection. I pray for good health on Mrs. Lorraine Reece.
In my deepest sympathy.

"Good Morning" also in the Heaven Yuko Ishii

Reece Sensei is the first missionary who I met in my life. I lived near
Sanbi kindergarten. Every morning after I finished a Sunday school, Reece
Sensei always said brightly to me "Good morning." I remember that I
responded him with a really small voice as I was a very shy elementary
school student. Reece Sensei often played catch ball with his kids in a
garden of Sanbi kindergarten. And when we went to the charnel building in
Niitsu with Reece Sensei, I was surprised that he opened the door and shook
a box in which ashes of deceased. After we went to the charnel building, we
rode a bus to go back home. In the bus, Reece Sensei threw a plant's seed
to me since I sat near him. When he did such a funny trick, his face is like a
young boy.

In the writings for the 50th anniversary of Yamanoshita Church, He wrote
the experience after the Niigata earthquake. I did know that many
missionaries including Reece Sensei faced a hard time.

I remember his childhoods stories: he did not help his father's corn farm.
His wife, Mrs. Lorraine baked delicious chocolate cake for him. And other
good stories.

I appreciate God for giving me a great opportunity to meet Reece Sensei.
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My Deepest Sympathy Setsuko Saito

Please accept my sincere sympathy. I cannot imagine how Lorraine Sensei
feel. Reece Sensei gave us much love as an evangelicalism. I owe what I am
to him. I appreciate his work so much. I am with Jesus. I would like you to
take care for Lorraine Sensei. With Hymn #687 In my sympathy.

Shall we gather at the river, Where bright angel feet have trod,

With its crystal tide forever, Flowing by the throne of God?

Yes, we’'ll gather at the river, The beautiful, the beautiful river;

Gather with the saints at the river, That flows by the throne of God.

To Reece Sensei Pastor, Seiji Hentona

This plan, which God will complete when the time is right, is to bring all creation
together, everything in heaven and on earth, with Christ as head. All things are done
according to God's plan and decision; and God chose us to be his own people in union
with Christ because of his own purpose, based on what he had decided from the very
beginning. (Ephes.1:10,11)

I've heard from a member of the church that Taylor Reece Sensei had
been engaged in initial development of Yamanoshita Church. I imagine there
was a lot of trouble at work in the initial development. At that time, I also
heard that there was a big earthquake in Niigata. And I have also heard that
it was Taylor Reece Sensei who had invited Narumi Saito Sensei as a first
pastor to the Yamanoshita Church when it started including kindergarten. I
strongly feel that there has been the progress simply because the
Yamanoshita Church started and prayers being offered since then.

I'm deeply impressed from my heart that Yamanoshita Church started by
the missionary and the church's mission has still been succeeded. At the
same time, I think it is my honor with gratitude from my heart that I am
succeeding the missionary work of Yamanoshita Church which had been
developed by missionaries including Reece Sensei, McDaniel Sensei and the
people in the church at that time having history of 52 years. I would like to
succeed the missionary work from now on with my sincere respect for the
Taylor Reece Sensei who had overcome all sorts of hardships and entrusted
missionary work to me.

I pray for the continuing advance of evangelical step towards the future
hope without loosening. And I also pray for the encouragement from the
Lord, peace and blessing in your family of Taylor Reece Sensei and the
people concerned.
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From members of North-Niigata (Matsuhama) Christ Church

The grace given us by Taylor and Lorraine Sensei Ritsuko Mori

About 50 years ago, I was led by the hands of God, and went to the
second floor of Kaneko's House in Shin-yashiki, Matsuhama. My friend
invited me to there that an interesting place, and the meeting was I had
never experienced. On one night meeting, Reece Sensei came to there and
it was the first encounter him for me. I remember that the shape of his head
is similar to my father’s, and it was more impressive than his message.

I was usually asked him to give me the answer of contradiction and absurd
of life. I did not know a cross or resurrection, he told me "Exodus"” 3:14
and I felt and felt a sense of peace. On September 6th, 1964, Ms. Makino
and I were baptized by Reece Sensei in the Japan Sea of Matsuhama. It was
fine weather on that day, and I determined to live out my life as a Christian.
Ms. Riuko and Ms. Toyoshima were baptized a week after Mr. Shimokawa
Seminarian and his wife went back to Matsuhama during summer vacation.
And then, I opened Lydia beauty parlor in Taihei-cho as my mother hoped
and cornerstone ceremony was officiated by Reece Sensei. During the
glorify, my mother hated it without any reason, but after that, Jesus
changed her and passed away after the sickbed baptism.

Shimokawa Sensei, the first pastor who built the foundation of
Matsuhama Church, was held a wedding on August, and it is the first
wedding at the church. Many people from the district came together and
gave benediction to him. 2 years later, we also held a Christian-style
wedding officiated by Reece Sensei, and relatives and acquaintances
attended to that. Lorraine Sensei made a Holy Bible-shaped homemade
cake, and gave a benediction saying “God is love." After that Reece Sensei
frequently came to Lydia beauty parlor, and he preached the Gospel (God,
sin, salvation) to the employees, using picture-card show of the Creation.

Lorraine Sensei's bright and intelligent smile has come to my mind.
Taylor Sensei was a good trumpet player and played many tunes vigorously.
Above all, his figure playing a hymn named “Glory to his name” is still
staying in my heart.

We, couple, both of us reached the age of 74 and feeling old and
weakness, appreciate to many missionaries lived up for preaching Gospel at
the risk of their life and God's love.

I wish my children and grandchild to inherit the faith of grace. Reece
Sensei and his family, thank you for coming to Niigata. I memorize "7John"
3:16. I invoke consolation and peace on Noble Mrs. Lorraine.
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Thanks to encounter to Taylor Reece Sensei Koji Suzuki

(1) Led by the Kamaboko (a semicircle shape) church and Matsuhama
Christ church dedicated on May 5, 1963, I met TEAM missionary T. Reece,
his wife, and children. His preaching was clear and it was wonderful for me
as a green-boy Christian. Especially the preaching based on the Second
Coming and the eschatological issues is unforgettable and still remembered.
Next year, I was baptized during the Easter worship on March 29, 1964, by
a mouth of the Agano River, the Sea of Japan. The person who baptized me
at that time was Reece Sensei (for only I was baptized that day). He said
that he belonged to a parachute unit during the Pacific war, which explained
his liveliness and activeness. I especially cannot forget his trumpet
performance at the roadside preaching and an evangelism meeting.

(2) In my college days, I sometimes went to school by bicycle from my
house in Nigorikawa. On the way home, I dropped by Reece's house in
Oyama-cho, Yamanoshita to have a Christian fellowship. On that occasion, I
stayed overnight with layman missionary, Kiichi Onozuka. Though there
were many children there, we were welcomed, with a warm bath and
dinner. I still have pictures of that time. After Miss Mieko Sakai started to
work at Sanbi kindergarten which opened after the Niigata earthquake, I
was able to interact more closely with Mr. and Mrs. Reece. And in the
afternoon on Sunday, April 5 in 1970, we raised a wedding ceremony
under Mr. Reece 's instructions at that kindergarten. Even now Mr. Reece's
warm expression with authority and his voice at the time of the pledge
resounds in my heart. Also I will never forget that we had handmade cakes
prepared by Mrs. Reece. All guests in the wedding ceremony deepened to
understand Christianity through the personality of Mr. Reece. The guest
were children and parents of the Kindergarten, boss and colleagues of
Niigata Nippou-sha (a local newspaper company) in which I belonged to,
Sakai and Suzuki families, etc. I have received great grace and joy.

(3) 1 think that the Reece family sent to Niigata as a TEAM missionary, had
a lot of hardship. However, along with Mrs. Reece’s smile and humble
attitude, his way of life as a missionary has become a guiding principle for
my life. Mr. and Mrs. McDaniel, Mr. and Mrs. Heggi, and Mr. and Mrs.
Reece continue to live as a treasure of my lifetime encounter. When 1
received a report saying Taylor Reece Sensei has passed away on July 26th
this year (2017), I felt naturally thankful to the Lord Jesus and condolences
to Mrs. Lorraine and his family. God Almighty will be together, and will do
the best. We deeply appreciate our encounter and we will walk in prayer,
believing in the reunion with the Lord of resurrection!
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Commemorate to Taylor Reece Sensei
Mieko Suzuki, nee Sakai

I will praise the name of the Lord.

Dear Mrs. Lorraine Reece.

You perhaps be feeling loneliness in peace after you sent your husband to
heaven. I heard that Becky lives in front of your house in Oregon and I am
glad at that and it is a relief for me.

When I was young and in Niigata, you have been so kind for me.
Kamaboko (its ceiling was semicircle) Church was built in Matsuhama and
family of Reece missionary sometimes came for the worship. His eyes were
burned with love and acuity of the Holy Spirit and the message of "the
Second Coming" that he speaks in simple Japanese and with vigor is in my
heart. It inquired me my attitude of faith and braced me up. At the time of
dinner, we placed the wooden couches and used as tables then we put
boxed lunches. They were happy moments. Temmy, a older brother was
smiling and quiet Stevie and others were elementary school students.
Debbie, younger sister was shy. Becky, the youngest sister was a spoiled
baby.

Mr. and Mrs. Reece, their children, Mr. and Mrs. McDaniel and
kindergarten teachers worked for 4 years from the first year in Sanbi
kindergarten which was established by missionaries in Niigata district after
the Niigata earthquake. My days with them were really happy youth days.

My wedding ceremony with my husband was held officiated by Reece
missionary in Sanbi kindergarten. It is a happy memory for me that sitting
down on the same small chairs with participants and Tsukushi Class that I
was in charge of and having homemade cake by Mrs. Reece. I appreciate
that with all my heart.

And Mrs. Lorraine, the principal of the kindergarten invited me to her
house in Yamanoshita and served ketchup boiled chicken and beans for the
first time for me! Someone said "Reece missionary is fortunate in having
such a good dish every day." Then he said "Hai. Kanai-wa-ryori-ga-jozu-desu
("Yes,my wife is good at cooking" in Japanese) Thus and so he melted
everyone's hearts with his smile.

At that time, Mrs. Reece's the first voice through the telephone "Hello?"
is still in my mind. I was moved that her merrily voice with familiarity was
filled with invocation. I heard that each voice has tone colors and I thought
to imitate her. Her kindly smile is memorable for me when I and Sisters
worked with me in the kindergarten visited to the house in Tokyo after that.
Please take care of yourself and I wish your days minding your husband and
Jesus Christ will be filled with fulfilled comfort.

Shalom.
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From members of Kameda Christ Church

See you again in the Heaven Yoko Shinbo

Reece Sensei came a lot to the Kameda's house church services. At the
time, there was no priest at the Niigata Fukuin Church. So, our church
members went to church in the noon and took a house church services in
the evening.

McDaniel Sensei, Heggi Sensei and Reece Sensei were active in a
missionary in Niigata. One of my memories is he served us warm tea and
treats at his house after having praised to God on Christmas.

Also, Reece Sensei was an officiant when I was baptized. He sometimes
visited us even after back to the United. I am looking forward to seeing him
at the heaven. In my deepest sympathy.

Memories with Reece Sensei Hitomi Kasamatsu

It was held a special missionary event at the Kameda Chamber of
Commerce and Industry for three days 49 years ago. Thanks to the event, I
became to go to church. I guess that it was not natural for Japanese to have
foreign missionaries at the time. I remember well Reece Sensei had a strong
presence because of his high height.

I learned from the first pastor, Mizukami Sensei and he leaded me to be
baptized. But for Mizukami Sensei hadn't been the ordination, Reece Sensei
baptized me in place of him. On that day, the members of baptize were Mr.
Kayama, his pregnant wife and me, but the baptism tank (an ordinary
bath!) was broken, so we all immersed partially (it called "Tekirei" in
Japanese) for only Ms. Kayama. It was one of my good memories. Thank
you for all your works in Niigata. My thoughts and prayers are with you. In
my deepest sympathy.
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Thanks to Reece Sensei, Lorraine Sensei Yuriko Suga

One day, Reece missionary said "My wife pray daily for Japan and saving
for Japanese people, getting down on her knees and tearing. She prays so
hard so that her cloth of knees to be torn." I was filled with the feeling of
thankfulness. However, she is always the best smile every time I see her.

In August, 1960, Evangelism meeting was held in Kameda town office,
then in November, Reece missionary was introduced by Kawamata Atsuko's
older sister on a sudden and asked me to hold home rally in my house. The
rally has been held in my house, in the next room, my father, mother and
younger brother was listening to it quietly. That was very good because our
family was grown by listening Buddhist scriptures from my grandfather. Soon
after that, my mother disaffiliated from PL religious community which she
had belonged to since she was young. She went to Niitsu Church and Niigata
Church by herself by bicycle and got bit friendly with wife of Reece
missionary. My father said when he traveled on business to Miyagi that "I
have been to the Church in that region." It was a cue for my younger
brother to begin to listening to radio program "Yo no Hikari (Light of World).
"When I faced the problem about finding employment, he proposed to me.
When my mother asked advisement about marriage, he looked for someone
for me. When I had a quarrel with my friend, he said to us "You are like
David and Jonathan." And we could become friend again.

In the next year of Niigata earthquake, we, couple were led to get
married, we could hold a wedding ceremony on a tiny budget because of the
cooperation of the Church members. Thanks to Reece missionary,
homemade cakes, mandarins and coffee were served. At the cerebration
party, under the direction of Mrs. Reece, male put on hats, female was in
aprons, he told me how to be peaceful very enjoyably. While my relatives,
colleagues and many students of Sunday school were attending the party,
young children of Reece missionary and Heggi missionary served as flower
girls and it was a good time to preach.

Until now, Reece missionary gave us preaching, service and invocation at
home rally and chapel in Kameda. When strictness was necessary for us, he
told us strictly. I appreciate for Tomoyoshi-san, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Yamada in Niitsu Church to attend the chapel of Kameda Christ Church. I
appreciate for God to have the seed sowed in Niitsu Church to bear fruit.

For 57/ years, since the begin of preaching in Kameda Church, I have
been watching and tasting so many works of the God. I appreciate for God,
Reece missionary and believers to work hard for Church. As yearly the
Words of Kameda church, "Let your light so shine before men, that they
may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven", I guess this
purpose will be real by praying constantly.
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From members of Niitsu Fukuin Christ Church

Thank you for Reece Sensei Makoto Yamada

It was 63 years ago when I met Mr. Reece for the first time. I was a high
school student at that time. When he came to Niigata for the first time, he
wasn't married. However, as soon as he started to live in Niigata, he held a
wedding ceremony in Karuizawa, Nagano, and built their new home in
Kusouzu, Niitsu. It must be really hard for Mr. Reece and other missionaries
when they came to Japan. Japanese public feeling against the U.S. 63 years
ago from now was really bad because of the defeat of the war. However,
even though they had such a hard situation, Mr. Reece taught us a lot of
basic Christian things: 1. No alcohol, no smoking 2. Keep strictly Sunday
worship 3. Christian have to get married with Christian 4. Memorize each
words of the Bible 5. Praise the hymns.

When Mr. Reece came to Niitsu, there was no churches here, so we had
to move to many places. Mr. Reece's wife taught us a lot of the hymns. 1
was always excited for the day when we gathered their house and learned
many songs in a every week. Every time I went to their house in Kusouzu, I
passed the straight road that was called tourists road by bicycle. The best
memory of Mr. Reece I have is the time when he made me memorized the
part of the Bible. It is still in my heart, and it was my root as a Christian.

Especially, John 14:7-2, "Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in
God, believe also in Me. In My Father's house are many mansions; if it were
not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you."

I would go to the missionary house in Kin-ei-cho and Yamanoshita: with
my Christian friends. And sometimes I went there alone. Every time I went
to these missionary house, all of the missionaries gave me warm welcome.

Especially, Mr. Reece and Mr. Heggi really took care of me. So I often
joined to the Suibara meeting in a tent, the Kameda meeting in a house, the
Niitsu meeting in a tent, and Hibiya meeting. At that time, when the
meeting in a tent was held, the tent became filled with full of people.

After finishing his missionary work in Japan, Mr. Reece went back to his
country. I consider his life as very respectful. I never forget the days we
spent together.

God bless him and his family.

These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off
were assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and
pilgrims on the earth. (Heb. 11:13)
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Memory with Taylor Reece Sensei
Pastor, Yasutomo Matsunaga

The first encounter

In autumn 1970, a group of teachers, missionaries and officers
workshops were held at Amagi Sanso. Since I was in the final grade of the
seminary, I was instructed to participate from the community. Amagi Sanso
in October was in the middle of autumn leaves. There, I met Mr. T. Reece.
"Matsunaga Kyodai, zehi-Niitsu-ni-kite-kudasai (Brother Matsunaga, why don
't you come to Niitsu)."

I was relieved by that smile. At that time, the university conflict that
started from the University of Tokyo medical school had also extended to the
seminary. Christ theological seminary was also in the middle of school
conflict. I thought my mind still needed learning, but on the other hand, I
was swinging between that and going out to the scenes and applying the
teachings and love of Christianity, so I could not answer immediately.
However, I was invited to serve Christmas in December that year. And in
April 1971 1 was appointed by the community to go to the Niitsu Evangelical
Christian Church.

Afterwards, the Reece family changed their residence to Tokyo. However,
they always prayed for the brothers and sisters in Niitsu. Sometimes they
came to Niigata and encouraged me.

Mr. Reece returns home

At one time, I learned that the Reeces retired from the team mission and
returned home. In 1995, we built a new church in Yamaya-cho, Niitsu city.
Someone sent photos of the new church to Mr. Reece. I received a letter of
celebration from him and I really appreciated it. From that time I started to
interact with the Korean church, and witnessed war responsibility and the
appearance of church growth. In such circumstances, I noticed that I did
not respond with gratitude to Mr. Reece 's gratitude. I prayed and asked
how I could express my appreciation. Then I was led to do "a US
appreciation trip." At that time, I had traveled to Korea several times so we
found out that if we talked about the usual travel company called Travel
Melody, we could go to the US by only 100,000 yen per person.
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Form a US travel team

I told Mr. Reece by e-mail that I planning on organizing a "thank you
group," and asked if he was convenient at any time. Then Mr. Reece
informed me that he would be willing to accept. 17 people applied as soon
as I recruited. However, Ms. Besna (a graduate student from the
Philippines) who was teaching English conversation at the time became
difficult due to nationality, so the trip eventually became a trip of 16 people.
After that I contacted people many times and prepared for the trip.

That journey, was a fun trip. The guide was a former missionary who is
proficient in Japanese from doing homestay. October 10-15, 2002 (5
days, 4 nights). Our appreciation was my short thankful greetings at
Mountain Park Church (Mrs. Reece translated), participants' English and
Japanese praise, and that evening a party with Japanese food brought from
Japan. Also, Mr. Reece and Mr. Heggi prepared a sightseeing guidance and
homestay in Portland for us, and we felt very thankful for their kindness. I
thought that Mr. and Mrs. Reece finished their long missionary service and
returned to Portland, Oregon, relaxing for the rest of their lives, but
surprisingly every Thursday evening they were engaged in educating children
at the Awana club. I was touched by their "posture to serve the Lord until
death." I really appreciate it.

Future missions

I pray how you can connect the legacy of faith of Mr. Reece to the next
generation. Mr. Reece was conveying the love of Christ in Japan as a young
missionary, and returned to his home country at the age of 65 due to the
institution, but still worked on children's Christian education. He showed
through his life that "Living is Christ, dying is profitable." and passed away.

His passion of this mission and missionary spirit were my role model. I'm
really thankful to you. I pray for Mrs. Reece’s health.
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From members of Niigata Fukuin Church

To Mrs. Lorraine Reece Emi Akiho

41 years ago, we held our wedding ceremony in the church. You were
shown in the picture at that time. I thank you for praying.

Dear Mrs. Lorraine Reece Pastor, Masahiro Sasakawa

I'm Masahiro Sasakawa. I've been serving in Niigata Evangelical church as
a pastor since April, 2003. Most of the believers who had the direct
relation with Mr. & Mrs. Reece have already ascended to the heaven. Now,
I'm wondering if they are talking friendly with teacher Taylor Reece in front
of the Lord.

There are some believers who could not send the message of gratefulness
to Mr. Taylor Reece in spite of having the intension due to aging or fighting
against illness. On behalf of their thoughts and whole Niigata evangelical
church, I pray that your loneliness with a beloved companion having been
ascended to the heaven would be healed by the consolation by the Lord.

I would like to assure our thoughts of gratitude to Mr. & Mrs. Reece by
succeeding the missionary spirit that Mr. Taylor Reece, former missionary
dedicated to build the church which is body of the Lord in Niigata and other
area.

As a family member of the Lord Jesus Christ sharing everlasting life, until
we all could meet in the heaven again, I wish we could keep having the
fellowship with the Lord forever.
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From members of the Shonan Christ Church

To Taylor Reece Sensei who went to be with our Lord
Harue Nagao

In August of 1993, I first met Mr. Reece as a missionary at his house
church. T just moved to Shonan town near Kashiwa city in which there
seemed to be no church at all. I had attended a Baptist church before in
Tokyo whose pastor had introduced me to the church Mr. Reece ministered
so I decided to visit his church. He greeted me with a big smile.

His Japanese was not so fluent but his message impressed me very much.
He was eager to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ, and I was so moved.
Through him I got to find the true meaning of the gospel at that time. I
really appreciated him and his ministry in Shonan. I believe that God had
used him as His instrument to found the Shonan Church of which I am still a
member. I continue to be blessed by the Lord Jesus along with friends of the
Reeces our pastor Kurasawa and fellow members such as Mrs. Michiko Ishii,
the Horio family, and others. '

) —2AZELEHRK-EF VA MNIEO/NMNEHBER(R-LHHCHHBRE)
(BERMH : HAXETFMH)

From members of the Green-Hill Fukuin Church
Dear Mrs. Lorraine Reece Pastor, Kunihiko and Kikue Ozaki

Thank you for your ministry in Japan for a long time.

We remember your work in Kodaira Christ Church almost 45 years ago.
Your English Class for children was very good. And now, we are working for
Green-hill Gospel Church as a pastor, and knew you also helped before the
church basic time.

Thank you so much.
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From members of the Kodaira Bible Christ Church

Memories with Reece Sensei  Kimio Sugawara

Over thirty years ago, we met each other at Kodaira Church (Ishioka
memorial Church). I still remember his words "Come in with your shoes."
when I visited his house. He also said that the house was reformed by
American carpenters.

A few days later, I and my husband were baptized. You two praised to
God sometimes with a trumpet on church services. You took a walk together
beside the Tamagawa Aqueduct, and sometimes you visited my store. You
two are such an idea couple. I have many memories with the couple. My
son learned English. Also, I was surprised a beautiful Christmas cake made
by him.

We appreciate your missionary works for a long time in Japan.

The amazing Gift from God Chiyoko Kawaguchi

35 years ago, when my son entered a kindergarten, God gave me the
precious gift, the encounter with Mr. Reece. Mr. Reece and his wife always
gave us a feeling of security with their kind smile, so we had great days in
kindergarten.

His chukka boot which was putted on the entrance of the chapel had
always attracted me, so I bought similar boot at once. Every time I wear
this chukka boot, it reminds me of Mr. Reece. Mr. Reece always talked to
us with his sense of humors to release our nervousness. I clearly remember
his stories. The episodes he told us are a lot. For example, the time he
couldn't speak Japanese well, the time when he was told "please kill me
here." by the bus driver, and the time when he asked "I would like to buy
three human." in a vegetable shop. (he wanted to say NINJIN which means
carrots in Japanese, but he said NINGEN which means human in Japanese
instead!)

One more thing we have to never forget about Mr. Reece and his wife is
donuts. When they held bazaar, they always fried an huge amount of
donuts. Even though they made a lot, it was sold out so quickly, so it was
hard to buy. Their donuts is the best I've ever eaten, and I still haven't met
the donuts which is better than theirs.

I am a member of Kodaira Bible Christ Church. Mr. Reece and his wife
leaded me here. The plan of God is complicated and hard to solve. I
appreciate to Reece Sensei for always encouraging me. In addition, I really
appreciate God to give me the encounter with Reece Sensei.
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< Special Contribution>
Remembering late Mr. Reece
Shinya Otaki, pastor of Yomitan Bible Church

At the beginning of August of this year, the news that Mr. Reece has
passed away to be with his Lord surprised me greatly. He did evangelistic
works in Niigata City, the area surrounding it, and Niitsu City, in
nineteen-fifties and in nineteen-sixties. Later he did so in Tokyo, the area
surrounding it, and Chiba Prefecture. He was a missionary belonging to
TEAM. As he was a plane pilot in World Warll, he was called by the
nickname of "Buzz" among his missionary co-workers.

I met him for the first time in the English Bible Class of Niigata Gospel
Church, the name of which was Niigata Gospel Center in those days. It was
in 1957. The class was conducted on every Saturday afternoon by Mr.
Reece and late Mr. Mac-Daniel, a former TEAM missionary. In the class, I
who was a non-Christian student in those days asked many questions
incessantly. That led Mr. Reece to pray to the Lord with tears so that I
might be saved, at the united prayer meetings of the church’s missionaries
and a pastor. That is what I came to know later.

In a year of the period when I was a theological school student, I and Mr.

Reece had pioneering evangelistic meetings in Hideya district in the border
between Niigata Prefecture and Fukushima Prefecture. In the meetings he
performed the blowing of the trumpet at which he was good and I preached
gospel message. The result was persons who decided to believe in Christ
and seekers who wanted to know Him more. The number of them was
seven or eight. Immediately after this, Hideya meeting was born. I cannot
forget this evangelistic joint work with Mr. Reece. Some were baptized from
Hideya meeting and became the members of Niitsu Gospel Christian Church
which Mr. Reece had been ministering in those days. After my graduation
from a theological school, I succeeded him as senior pastor of this church
and worked there for six years.
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Several years later I studied at Covenant Theological Seminary in Saint
Louis, Missouri of USA for three years. At a certain time of a certain year
during this period, Mr. Reece came to the campus to see me without notice,

which was surprising to me. At that time he told me that when he had been
young he had studied in a different theological school under Professor Barton
Payne teaching OT studies and Professor Harold Mare teaching NT studies
who were my teachers at Covenant Theological Seminary. That was also
surprising to me.

After my graduation from Covenant, I moved on to Trinity Evangelical
Divinity School in Deerfield, Illinois of USA, majored in systematic theology
there, and graduated from it. Returning to Japan, I became the pastor of
Kodaira Bible Christian Church in November of 1977. At that time Mr. Reece
was living in TEAM’s missionary residence in Kodaira City, Tokyo. So we
requested him to conduct English Bible Class at the church for a certain
period of time.

I moved to the southwestern island of Okinawa from Tokyo for the reason
of my wife’'s health in March, 2006. And Mr. Reece sent me living in
Okinawa several, long, handwritten English letters in which he expressed his
happiness with my son and daughter having been engaging in preaching and
pastoral works.

I pray that Lord’s comfort and peace will be given on Mrs. Reece and Mr.
Reece’s and her sons and daughters who survived him.
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Editor's Note {RE%EC

It was about half a year ago that we received the news of Taylor Reece
Sensei's death. Even though I wanted to publish the memorial collection
early, the editing work did not proceed quite easily, and finally I got to
publish here. In retrospect, Reece Sensei's ally, Dan McDaniel Sensei was
called to the Heaven in February just three years ago. Although I never
adjusted the timing of publication, McDaniel Sensei and Reese Sensei,
particularly the two who served in Niigata for many years among many TEAM
missionaries, I remind their passion for the mission.

I would like to express my deepest gratitude to many contributor this time.
I'm sorry that some sentences left out or could not be translated for limited
quantity. Also thanks to Shimokawa Sensei, Kurasawa Sensei, Ozaki Sensei,
and Otaki Sensei by translation personally. And thanks to Ms.Mieko Suzuki,
Ms. Yoshie Hasebe, Ms. Yuriko Suga, Ms. Minako Watanabe, and Niitsu
Fukuin Christ Church (the memorial Photo CD of 2010's visiting) by offer of
valuable past photos. Besides, I appreciate to "http://www.coconala.com”
which is sharing the semiprofessional skills. Aoi Momohara drew the portraits
again and again. And Morimoto Maki, Hiyori Ochi, tatsuya/10, Eiger, and
Global-Kei aren't Christian, but they efforted to translate the difficult term.

We would like to take over the spirit while learning the passion of mission
which the Reeces presented to us. I hope this memorial collection will
further help to expand mission from Niigata to Japan and the world.

Editor Vachikan
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